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and the short duration of human life, he felt within him strong desires of
embracing the monastic state.

Huneric, the Arian king, had driven most of the orthodox bishops
from their sees. One of these, named Faustus, had erected a monastery
in Byzacena. It was to him that the young nobleman addressed himself
for admittance; but Faustus immediately objecting the tenderness^ oHus
constitution, discouraged his desires with words of some harshness: " Cm,"
said he, " and first learn to live in the world abstracted from its pleasures,
Who can well suppose that you, on a sudden, relinquishing a life of softness
and ease, can take up with our coarse diet and clothing and can inure
yourself to our watchings and fastings? " The saint, with downcast eyes,
modestly replied: " He who hath inspired me with the will to serve him,
can also furnish me with courage and strength/' This humble, yet resolute
answer, induced Faustus to admit on trial. The saint wits then in the
twenty-second year of his age. The news of so unthfrught of an event
both surprised and edified the whole country; many even imitated the
example of the governor. But Mariana, his mother, in transports of
grief, ran to the monastery, crying out at the gates: M Faustust restore
to me my son; to the people their governor: the church always protects
widows; why then rob you me, a desolate widow, of my son? M She
persisted several days in the same tears and cries. Nothing that Knustus
could urge was sufficient to calm her, or prevail with her to depart without
her son. This was certainly as great a trial of Fulgentius's resolution as
it could well be put to; but the love of God, having the ascendant in his
breast, gave him a complete victory over all the suggestions of nature:
Faustus approved his vocation, and accordingly recommended him to the
brethren. The saint having now obtained all he wished for in this world,
made over his estates to his mother, to be discretionally disposed of hy hrr
in favour of his brother, as soon as he should be arrived at a proper agr,
He totally abstained from oil and everything savoury; from wine ahn,
drinking only water. His mortifications brought on him a dangerous
illness; yet after recovery he abated nothing in them, The persecution
breaking out anew, Faustus was obliged to withdraw; and our saint,
with his consent, repaired to a neighbouring monastery^ of which Felix,
the abbot, would fain resign to him the government, Fuigentms was
much startled at the proposal, but at length was prevailed upon to consent
that they should jointly execute the functions. It was admirable to observe
with what harmony these two holy abbots for six years governed the house.
No contradiction ever took place between them: each always contended
to comply with the will of his colleague. Felix undertook the management
of the temporal concerns; Fulgentius's province was to preach and instruct.

In the year 499, the country being ravaged by an irruption of the
Numidzans, the two abbots were necessitated to fly to Sicca Veneria, a